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1971 

On March 8, 1971 eight ordinary citizens broke into an 
FBI office in Media, PA, took hundreds of secret files, 
and shared them with the public. Thus uncovering the 
FBI’s vast and illegal regime of spying and intimidation 
of Americans exercising their First Amendment rights.  

Despite searching for the people behind the heist in 
one of the largest investigations ever conducted, the 
FBI never solved the mystery of the break-in, and the 
identities of the members of the Citizens’ Commission 
to Investigate the FBI remained a secret. Until now.  
For the first time, the members of the Citizens’ 
Commission have decided to come forward and speak 
out about their actions. 1971 is their story.  
 
Told through a combination of exclusive interviews, rare 
primary documents from the break-in and investigation, 
national news coverage of the burglary and dramatic 
re-creations, the story of the Citizens’ Commission 
unfolds with haunting echoes to today’s questions of 
privacy in the era of government surveillance. 
 

 
Thursday, Apr 21 

6:40pm doors open 

 

243 Broadway, Cambridge   
corner of Broadway & Windsor, entrance on Windsor 

 

 

Showing 
 

       FREE                                     Snacks & soft drinks allowed in                                  Door prizes 
 

UPandOUT  free film series 

 

  
 [80  min] 

 

7pm film starts promptly 

Next, May 19: Incontrovertible 
["One of the best 9/11 truth movies ever made" ~Prof Kevin Barrett] 

 

"The question we try to put before 

you is simply this: Who went too far, 
and what does 'too far' mean... 
when the killing has started, when 

you want to stop it?" ~Father 
Michael Doyle, of the Camden 28 

 

 

"Civil disobedience is not our problem. Our problem is civil obedience. Our problem is 
that people all over the world have obeyed the dictates of leaders…and millions have 

been killed because of this obedience…Our problem is that people are obedient all over 
the world in the face of poverty and starvation and stupidity, and war, and cruelty. Our 
problem is that people are obedient while the jails are full of petty thieves… (and) the 

grand thieves are running the country. That’s our problem." ~Howard Zinn 

“"What do you do when a child’s 
on fire? We saw children on fire 
... in a war that was a mistake? 

What do you do? Like, write a 
letter?"  ~Father Michael Doyle, 
of the Camden 28 


